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The Type 135 brought Delahaye fame and it influenced the com-
pany's future direction and designs. During its lifespan, it was
carefully and continuously developed, resulting in several vari-
ants including the uprated 135 M (Modifie) and competition
models. Delahaye 135s captured 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th at the
1936 French Grand Prix, which was run to sports-car regula-
tions that year. The 1936 LeMans 24 Hours was cancelled in
1936 due to labor unrest, but returned the following year with
Delahaye 135s scoring 2nd and 3rd, followed by a 1st, 2nd, and
4th in 1938. Siam's Prince Bira won the 1938 Donington 12-
Hour Sports Car Race and Prince Chula was victorious at
Brooklands' 'Fastest Road Car in England' event. Post-WW I,
Delahaye 135s raced well into the 1950s, with one contesting
the 1954 Tour de France.

The Delahaye 135 would endure through the difficult late 1930s
and postwar reconstruction until 1954, when Delahaye automo-
bile production effectively ended.
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SPEC OVERVIEW

Engine - Cast Iron, Water Cooled, Inline-6
Postion - Front Longitudinal

Aspiration - Natural
Valvetrain - 2 Valves / Cyl
Displacement - 3557 cc/217.1 cuin

Bore - 80mm/3.15in

Stroke - 107 mm/4.21 in

Power - 115 bhp @4000 rpm

Driven Wheels - RWD

Front Brakes - Drums w/Servo Assit

Rear Brakes - Drums w/Servo Assit

Steering - Worn & Nut

Front Suspension - [dependant w/Transverse Semi Elliptic
Leaf Springs, Friction Dam

Rear Suspension - Live Axle w/Transverse Semi Elliptic
Leaf Springs, Friction Damp

Transmission - 4-Speed Cotal Preselector




135M (Modife) Engine - 3.557cc - Triple Carburetors - 115bhp

Engineer Jean Francois designed the Type 135 chassis.
Initially, it was fitted with an inline six-cylinder engine with
modern overhead-valve architecture and a displacement
size of 3.2 liters. Power output increased in 1935 with the
engine growing to 3.6 liters.

Delahaye did not produce coachwork of its own. Instead,
the work was reserved for some of the finest custom
coachbuilders including Figoni et Falaschi, Saoutchik,

— Pennock, and Marcel Pourtout. Another elite French car-

rosier - Dubos Freres - used their craft to cloth the Type
135. Dubos Freres was located in the outskirts of Paris at
Neuilly-sur-Seine and then Puteaux. Their early work in-
cluded coachwork for Voisin, a Renault Vivastella in
1934, and then by 1937, a focus on Delahaye 135 chas-
sis. When World War |l came to a close, Dubos designed
the first Talbot-Lago Grand Sport coupe, but discontin-
ued operation by 1950.
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This particular example is a 1937 Delahaye
135 M with 'teardrop' coachwork by Dubos. It
has a unique band atop the hood, which
sweeps across the bodysides, terminating
just aft of the B-pillar. But perhaps its most
distinct feature is the bureau-style 'rollback’
roof; this may be the sole example with this
type of roof configuration.

The restoration was inspired with the interior
finished in the Couture Allure of Omar
Kiam’s use of Red in his designs during the
1930’s and 1940’s and complimented with
the Art Nouveau style of Sinuous Black lines
and “whiplash” curves on the White canvas.
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Eberhard Von Stohrer (May 2, 1883 — March
7, 1953) was the first owner and was an avid au-
tomobile racer and career German diplomat
who served during WWI and WWII. The son of
an Army General from Wartemberg, he studied
at Leipzig University, receiving a “Doctor of
Law” degree. He also studied at the University
of Strasbourg and the School of Political Sci-
ences in Paris. During the Spanish Civil War
from July 1936 to April 1939, he stayed in
Madrid. The vehicle was registered as “Diplo- :,ﬁﬁ'

-matic or Tourist” when sold to second owner in 1948. The car's next '3 \ 3\
owner, Marcios Alsina Basol of Spain, took possession of the car on ‘-{ ﬂ%\ /

August 28, 1948, followed by the third owner on December 30, 1950. \\/// q\
Santiago Fernandez Vela of Madrid, the last recorded Spanish owner, “d \_L,
purchased the car on May 12th of 1958. ; P

The Delahaye remained in Spain and was apparently left abandoned in
a parking facility, when in 1979 it was listed as being owned by Mr. Vela
and was part of his museum collection. At the time, the car was complete
and a restoration commenced. The current caretaker acquired the car
from Mr. Vela during the late 2000s, importing the car to the United Gid v _ ' Photo
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J.H.MOREAU

Yol FRERES
CARROSS/IERS

This vehicle was shown at the Paris Auto Salon by The Dubos Company, which started as a
coachbuilder of horse-drawn carriages. Carrossier Louis Dubos / Dubos Fréres was situated in
Neuilly-sur-Seine. In the mid-1920’s they reluctantly converted to coachwork construction for au-
tomobiles. The company is best known of their work for Avion Voisin’s, Talbot Lagos and a beau-
tiful Bugatti Type 51. In 1945, they moved to Puteaux and became one of Talbot’s favorite suppli-
ers of coachwork.

The design of this vehicle by Dubos was styled with Jean Bugatti attributes seen on Bugatti
Atalante’s, such as incorporating a unique bureau roof by Jan van Leersum, independent seat-
ing, Jean Bugatti type tail, Delage D8 style wheels, a red translucent steering wheel and a won-
derful ribbon design for the body line.

1155, RUE JEAN-JAURES - PUTEAUX (Seine)
TEL. LON, 24-27

Advertisement for Dubos Carrossiers featuring the Delahaye 135
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TRANSLATION
This company owns the vehicle whose data are usually noted below:

The vehicle was acquired by the company in a junkyard, where it was abandoned. The
Provincial Traffic, it is known that the holder is Santaigo D. Fernandez Vela and whose
documentation is without effecting the exchange, Circulation Permit , not knowing the
other's data. That in order to update the documentation requested that Chief Traffic cor-
responding EXCHANGE, on behalf of the Holder as owner. Once documented the same
happened to thicken a car park that society has the car museum..

For all these reasons:

They serve to give appropriate to assuming admitted this writing and in accordance with
Royal Decree dated September 28, 1979 , it made the above exchange Circulation
Permit with orders
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Bund on the Boulevard
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